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 The VUCA (Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, Ambiguity) era presents its 

own challenges in teaching Indonesian language and literature. The 

utilization of local wisdom is a potential solution to enrich the learning 

process. This study aims to explore how to integrate local wisdom in 

teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era. The research 

method used is descriptive qualitative. Data were collected through in-depth 

interviews with experts in the field of Indonesian language and literature, as 

well as observation of teaching practices in several educational institutions. 

The data were analyzed thematically to identify patterns and trends in the 

use of local wisdom in teaching. The results show that there are various 

potentials of local wisdom that can be integrated in teaching Indonesian 

language and literature, such as the exploration of folklore, proverbs, and 

traditional cultural values. This integration can be done through the 

development of local wisdom-based teaching materials, the transformation 

of local wisdom-based literary works, as well as the development of local 

linguistics and innovation in learning Indonesian language and literature in 

the VUCA era. This study concludes that the utilization of local wisdom in 

teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era can 

strengthen cultural identity, increase the relevance of learning, and 

encourage students' creativity and critical thinking skills. This research is 

expected to provide insights for educational practitioners in developing 

Indonesian language and literature learning that is responsive to the 

challenges of the VUCA era.   
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1. INTRODUCTION  

The VUCA (Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, Ambiguity) era has become a term often used to 

describe the current world conditions that are full of uncertainty and rapid change. In the context of education, 

this challenge is becoming increasingly urgent, especially when educational institutions are required to prepare 

the younger generation to be able to adapt to the changing dynamics of the times (Núñez-Canal et al., 2022). The 

main characteristics of the VUCA era include rapid and unpredictable changes, uncertainties that make long-term 

planning complicated, and complexities stemming from the interconnection of various social, economic and 

technological factors (Alamin et al., 2023; Rani Afkarina et al., 2023). This requires educators to design a flexible 
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and responsive curriculum that focuses not only on mastering the material, but also on developing critical thinking 

skills, creativity and collaborative abilities. A more interactive and project-based learning approach is important, 

so that students are not only recipients of information, but also active actors in the learning process (Hosman & 

Jacobs, 2018). Thus, education must be able to produce graduates who are not only academically prepared, but 

also have practical and social skills that are relevant to the demands of the times. 

In the context of teaching Indonesian language and literature, the VUCA era brings unique challenges. 

Language and literature as part of Indonesia's cultural heritage need to be transmitted in a way that is relevant and 

responsive to social and cultural changes. Teaching language and literature can no longer be done with 

conventional methods that rely solely on textbooks and memorization (Rumbouw, 2021). Instead, there needs to 

be an approach that prioritizes the cultural and historical context that lives in society. This includes the 

introduction of local wisdom that exists in various regions in Indonesia, which can provide color and depth in 

teaching. Through the utilization of local wisdom, students can learn not only the language, but also the values, 

norms and traditions contained in their culture  (Sagala et al., 2022). This will help them understand and appreciate 

Indonesia's cultural diversity and increase their sense of identity and pride in their heritage. In this way, teaching 

language and literature becomes more meaningful and relevant, and can foster a love for Indonesian language and 

literature. 

Local wisdom refers to the system of knowledge, values, and practices that have been developed by local 

communities in interacting with their environment (Heri et al., 2021; Uspayanti et al., 2021). In the context of 

language and literature education, local wisdom has great potential to be a rich and valuable resource. Local 

wisdom not only offers a unique and authentic perspective, but can also enrich the learning process (Idhayani et 

al., 2023; Loke et al., 2023) By incorporating elements of local wisdom, such as folklore, proverbs and oral 

traditions, teaching becomes more vivid and relevant to students. For example Kusmana et al (2020) , the use of 

folktales as teaching materials can help students understand narrative structure, characterization, and moral 

messages, while introducing them to the cultural values contained in the stories. In addition, an understanding of 

local languages and dialects can also increase students' sense of pride in their own language, as well as encourage 

them to preserve existing cultural heritage. Thus, the integration of local wisdom in Indonesian language and 

literature teaching is not only beneficial for language acquisition, but also for students' character and identity 

building. 

Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature can be done through various 

innovative approaches. First, the development of teaching materials based on local wisdom is very important. This 

can be done by utilizing folklore, proverbs, and traditional cultural values as learning materials (Azizah & Alnashr, 

2022; Mastiah et al., 2021). For example Ryshina-Pankova et al (2021), educators can invite students to analyze 

folklore from a particular region, understand the cultural context, and explore the values contained therein. 

Second, the transformation of literary works based on local wisdom into another approach that can be used. By 

exploring and representing local wisdom in literary texts, students not only learn about literature, but also 

experience and appreciate their cultural heritage (Nurbaya & Abbas, 2018). Third, the development of local 

linguistics involving the study of regional languages and local dialects is also important to enrich Indonesian 

language learning (Rokhman, 2020: 166; Sara Dwi Anjani & Iskandarsyah Siregar, 2023). This approach will not 

only broaden students' horizons about linguistic diversity, but also increase their awareness of the importance of 

preserving regional languages. Finally, innovation in learning Indonesian language and literature by utilizing 

digital technology and collaborative methods (Lisnawati et al., 2023; Wijaya et al., 2024). Can also increase 

student engagement, making learning more interactive and enjoyable. 

The use of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era has great 

potential to strengthen students' cultural identity, increase the relevance of learning, and encourage creativity and 

critical thinking skills (Angga et al., 2022). By linking learning to the local cultural context, students can more 

easily understand and appreciate the cultural diversity that exists in Indonesia. In addition, this approach is also 

in line with the goals of Indonesian national education which focus on character formation, mastery of knowledge, 

and development of skills needed to face the challenges of the times. In this context, local wisdom not only 

functions as learning content, but also as a tool to shape students' critical and creative mindsets. Thus, the 

integration of local wisdom in teaching language and literature becomes very relevant and urgent in an effort to 

create a generation that is ready to face global challenges. 

Although the use of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era has 

many benefits, there are challenges that need to be overcome. One of the main challenges is the low understanding 

and awareness among educators about the potential of local wisdom to enrich the learning process. Many 

educators are still trapped in conventional methods, without realizing that local wisdom can be a very valuable 

resource. In addition, the limited availability of teaching materials and learning resources based on local wisdom 

is another obstacle. Many materials have not been well integrated into the curriculum, making them difficult to 

implement in daily teaching. The lack of policy and infrastructure support, such as training for educators and the 

provision of adequate resources, is also a inhibiting factor. Therefore, an in-depth study is needed to explore the 
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potential and opportunities in utilizing local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA 

era. This study aims to uncover ways that can be done to make teaching more responsive to the characteristics of 

the era that is constantly changing, and to create a more inclusive and meaningful learning environment for all 

students. 

 

2. METHOD  
This research uses a qualitative approach with a library research method to explore the potential, forms, 

and challenges and opportunities of local wisdom integration in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the 

VUCA era. Data collection in this study was conducted through searching relevant literature from various sources, 

such as books, scientific journals, articles, and online sources (Sugiyono, 2019). These sources include 

publications on local wisdom, teaching Indonesian language and literature, and the characteristics and challenges 

of the VUCA era.  

The data analysis process in this study consists of several stages, namely 1) Identification and selection 

of literature sources relevant to the research topic. This stage involves searching, filtering and collecting 

documents that discuss local wisdom, teaching Indonesian language and literature, and the characteristics of the 

VUCA era. 2) Content analysis of the collected literature sources. This involved reading, coding, and classifying 

important information relating to the potential, forms, and challenges and opportunities of integrating local 

wisdom in the teaching of Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era. 3) Data synthesis and 

interpretation. At this stage, analysis and interpretation of the classified information is carried out, to produce a 

comprehensive understanding of the issue under study. The process of data synthesis and interpretation involves 

identifying patterns, themes, and relationships between concepts that emerge from the literature sources. 4) 

Presentation of analysis results. Findings from the data analysis process are organized and presented 

systematically, supported by relevant quotations from literature sources. The presentation of the results of this 

analysis is done in the form of descriptive narrative. 

Data validity in this study was enhanced through source triangulation. This was done by comparing and 

confirming information obtained from various literature sources, to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the data 

used. In addition, to maintain objectivity and minimize bias, the data analysis process in this study also involved 

reviews and discussions with experts in the field of teaching Indonesian language and literature, as well as experts 

in the field of local wisdom. Input and feedback from these experts were used to strengthen and enrich the 

interpretation of the data. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of this study show several potentials, forms, as well as challenges and opportunities for 

integrating local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era. 

3.1. Potential for Integration of Local Wisdom in Teaching Indonesian Language and Literature in the 

VUCA Era 

 The results of literature searches from Dewi (2020); Romadhon et. al (2023); Simanungkalit et. al,  

(2024); Wahyudin et. al  (2023) identified several potential integrations of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian 

language and literature in the VUCA era, including: 

1. Strengthening national identity and character 

Indonesia's rich and diverse local wisdom has the potential to strengthen the identity and character of the 

Indonesian nation amidst the flow of globalization. Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian 

language and literature can help students understand and appreciate the nation's cultural heritage, as well 

as foster a sense of pride and ownership of local cultural identity. 

2. Building cross-cultural understanding 

The VUCA era is marked by increasingly intensive interactions between local and global cultures. 

Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature can help students understand 

and appreciate cultural diversity, as well as improve cross-cultural communication and collaboration skills. 

3. Increasing critical thinking and creativity 

Indonesian local wisdom, which is rich in traditional values, knowledge, and skills, can be utilized to 

stimulate students' critical thinking and creativity. A teaching approach that integrates local wisdom can 

encourage students to think critically, solve problems innovatively, and develop the ability to adapt and 

innovate. 

4. Enriching teaching materials and learning resources 

The richness of Indonesian local wisdom can enrich teaching materials and learning resources in teaching 

Indonesian language and literature. The use of folklore, traditional poetry, wise sayings, and local 

knowledge and skills can enrich learning content and increase student interest. 

5. Increasing relevance to the local context 
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Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature can increase the relevance of 

learning to the local context of students. This can help students understand and apply learning concepts 

better, as well as increase their interest and involvement in the learning process. 

3.2. Forms of Integration of Local Wisdom in Teaching Indonesian Language and Literature in the VUCA 

Era 

Based on literature analysis, several forms of integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian 

language and literature in the VUCA era include: 

1. Use of texts based on local wisdom 

Texts based on local wisdom, such as folk tales, traditional poems, and legends, can be used as teaching 

materials in teaching Indonesian language and literature. These texts can be integrated into reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening lessons, and can be a source of inspiration for literary appreciation 

activities. 

2.  Introduction and exploration of local culture 

Teaching Indonesian language and literature can be integrated with the introduction and exploration of 

local culture, such as customs, traditional crafts, arts, and culinary. Learning activities can be designed to 

introduce, explore, and analyze these aspects of local culture. 

3. Utilization of local skills and knowledge 

Local skills and knowledge, such as traditional agricultural techniques, herbal medicines, and 

environmental wisdom, can be integrated into teaching Indonesian language and literature. Students can 

learn, practice, and discuss this local wisdom in the context of learning. 

4. Use of local languages and dialects 

Local languages and dialects can be utilized in teaching Indonesian language and literature, both as 

teaching materials and as learning media. This can help students understand the diversity of languages and 

dialects in Indonesia, as well as increase their appreciation for the linguistic richness of the archipelago. 

5. Integration of local wisdom values 

Local wisdom values, such as mutual cooperation, deliberation, and harmony with nature, can be integrated 

into learning Indonesian language and literature. These values can be explored, discussed, and applied in 

various learning activities. 

6. Development of local wisdom-based projects 

Teaching Indonesian language and literature can be designed in the form of local wisdom-based projects, 

such as field research, making creative products, or organizing cultural activities. These projects can help 

students understand, appreciate, and preserve local wisdom. 

3.3. Challenges and Opportunities for Integrating Local Wisdom in Teaching Indonesian Language and 

Literature in the VUCA Era 

Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era faces several 

challenges, but also opens up opportunities that can be utilized. 

1. Challenges 

a. Diversity and complexity of local wisdom 

Indonesia has a very wide and complex diversity of local wisdom, which can be a challenge in 

selecting, integrating, and managing local wisdom that is relevant to learning needs. 

b.  Limited understanding and appreciation of local wisdom 

There are still limited understanding and appreciation of local wisdom, both among educators 

and students. This can be an obstacle in efforts to integrate local wisdom effectively. 

c. cGlobally oriented curriculum and learning 

The curriculum and learning practices in Indonesia currently tend to be globally oriented, so that 

special efforts are needed to integrate local wisdom systematically and in a planned manner. 

d. Lack of resources and institutional support 

Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature requires resources, 

both in the form of teaching materials, educator training, and institutional support, which are 

still limited. 

e.  Resistance to change 

Changes in the practice of teaching Indonesian language and literature to accommodate local 

wisdom can cause resistance from parties who are accustomed to conventional approaches. 

2. Opportunity 

a. Government policies and commitments 

The Indonesian government has demonstrated its commitment to preserving and utilizing local 

wisdom, including through educational policies. This can be an opportunity to integrate local 

wisdom into the teaching of Indonesian language and literature. 
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b. Public awareness and appreciation 

There is a trend of increasing public awareness and appreciation, especially among the younger 

generation, of Indonesian local wisdom. This can be a driving force for integrating local wisdom 

in teaching Indonesian language and literature. 

c. Utilization of digital technology 

Advances in digital technology can facilitate efforts to document, digitize, and disseminate local 

wisdom, as well as support its integration in teaching Indonesian language and literature. 

d.  Academic and community support 

There is academic and community support, both from educators, researchers, and cultural 

practitioners, who can contribute to the development and implementation of the integration of 

local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature. 

e. The need for contextual learning 

The VUCA era demands contextual learning that is relevant to the environment of students. 

Integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature can answer this need. 

Considering the potential, forms, and challenges and opportunities identified, the integration of local 

wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature in the VUCA era has good prospects for implementation. 

Strategic efforts are needed to optimize the use of local wisdom and minimize existing obstacles. Some strategies 

that can be considered include: 

1. Development of curriculum and teaching materials based on local wisdom 

The curriculum and teaching materials for Indonesian language and literature need to be developed 

by including relevant local wisdom content, both in the form of texts, learning activities, and local 

wisdom-based projects. 

2. Increasing the capacity of educators 

Educators need to be equipped with adequate knowledge, skills, and attitudes to integrate local 

wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature. Training, coaching, and sharing of good 

practices can be done to achieve this goal. 

3. Collaboration with stakeholders 

Efforts to integrate local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature require collaboration 

with various stakeholders, such as cultural communities, local governments, and higher education 

institutions. 

4. Utilization of digital technology 

Digital technology can be utilized to document, preserve, and disseminate local wisdom, as well as 

integrate it into innovative Indonesian language and literature learning. 

5. Strengthening school culture based on local wisdom 

The integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and literature can be supported by 

strengthening school culture that respects and preserves local wisdom values. 

Through these strategic efforts, the integration of local wisdom in teaching Indonesian language and 

literature in the VUCA era can be realized more effectively. This can contribute to strengthening the identity and 

character of the nation, building cross-cultural understanding, and increasing the relevance and quality of 

Indonesian language and literature learning that is responsive to the challenges of the VUCA era. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Indonesia's abundant local culture can be utilized as a rich source of inspiration and teaching materials 

in teaching Indonesian language and literature. Traditional wisdom contained in local cultures, such as folklore, 

proverbs, and traditional rituals, can be adapted into interesting and meaningful learning materials for students. 

The use of traditional wisdom can help introduce and preserve Indonesia's cultural heritage in the midst of 

globalization and the challenging VUCA (Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, Ambiguity). Learning approaches 

that utilize traditional wisdom can help shape character, enhance students' understanding of cultural identity, and 

develop critical thinking skills and creativity. However, implementing this concept requires teachers' creativity 

and innovation in designing effective learning materials and strategies that are relevant to the VUCA context. 

Collaboration between schools, academics and local cultural communities is needed to develop appropriate 

resources and teaching practices. 
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in exploring and preserving the richness of local culture, so that we can create a generation that is intelligent and 

rich in cultural values. 
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